**To the Editor**: Cutler et al. bring welcome attention to the importance of new and reemerging zoonotic diseases in the industrialized world ([@R-1-1]). However, they make no mention of industrialized systems of food animal production, major sources of antimicrobial drug--resistant bacterial pathogens ([@R-1-2]) that are among the most globally prevalent and emerging infectious diseases ([@R-1-3]). These systems have practices characterized by crowded and unsanitary confinement of animals and routine use of antimicrobial agents in animal feeds ([@R-1-2]). For example, in the same issue, Dutil et al. ([@R-1-3]) reported on increases in ceftiofur resistance in *Salmonella enterica* isolates from food, which they associate with use of this drug in broiler poultry production.

Recognition of the role of industrial food animal production in driving vancomycin resistance in enterococci prompted restrictions on agricultural antimicrobial drug use in the European Union; unfortunately, few measures have been implemented in the rest of the world (including the United States) ([@R-1-4]). Industrialized food animal production is now assumed to contribute to the emergence of new strains of community-associated methicillin-resistant *Staphylococcus aureus* with varying potential for infecting humans ([@R-1-5]). Because the industrial model of food animal production is rapidly expanding globally ([@R-1-2]), this source must be included in surveillance, research, and tracking programs for effective prevention of emerging zoonotic disease.
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**In Response:** Silbergeld et al. highlight pertinent points about how stochastic events can lead organisms to acquire adaptive advantages through lateral gene transfer ([@R-2-1]). Word constraints of our earlier article precluded detailed debate of many such topics, and we welcome the opportunity to discuss this further. The role of industrial food animal production in driving the development of antimicrobial drug--resistant pathogens is indeed a topic of great concern.

Commonly, reemergence of infections is caused by changes in the environment or the host, genetic changes of pathogens, or alteration in the dynamic interactions that unite them. Our need for intensive protein production can have explosive consequences, as seen with the recent outbreak of Q fever among humans residing near goat farming areas in the Netherlands ([@R-2-2]) and the emergence of antimicrobial drug--resistant organism variants with selective advantages, such as methicillin-resistant *Staphylococcus aureus* ([@R-2-3]). The bombardment of livestock with antimicrobial drugs for therapy and prophylaxis and as growth-enhancing agents (in Europe before 2006) has provided selective pressure for acquisition of resistance, which occurs globally ([@R-2-4]). Even exposure to various biocides has been linked with acquisition of resistance to therapeutic antimicrobial agents ([@R-2-5]), although such resistance has not yet been demonstrated in natural populations. Risk prevention within and management of intensified food production systems is a continuing challenge. Similarly problematic are pathogens that increase in general, such as RNA viruses that under the recent selective pressure have rapidly acquired resistance to oseltamivir ([@R-2-6]). A common feature of all these facts is that such traits and clones of increased fitness can disseminate rapidly around the globe. For these reasons, we need robust surveillance mechanisms; ability to predict spread; cohesive intervention strategies; and lastly, but by no means least, strong collaborative links between previously segregated human and veterinary fields that extend to producers and policy makers.
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